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ResiLAND — Promoting climate change resilience through planning, capacity development and integrated
land management
AID 012590/06/4

CALL FOR APPLICATIONS FOR ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND RENEWABLE ENERGY OF THE PRIVATE
SECTOR IN JABAL MOUSSA BIOSPHERE RESERVE
Ref: RES/RESILAND/APJM/24

This call for proposals is part of the Project “ResiLAND - Promoting resilience to climate change through
planning, capacity development and integrated land management”, AID 012590/06/4 funded by the
Italian Agency for Development and Cooperation (AICS) and implemented by the Italian NGO Istituto
Oikos, in partnership with the Association for the Protection of Jabal Moussa (APJM) and Al-Shouf Cedar
Society (ACS).

1- Purpose of the call

The objective of the call is to support small local initiatives operating in the agri-food and agritourism
sectors and civil society associations in the environmental sector in the target Reserves and affected by
the recent crises through the installation of energy production systems from renewable sources.

It aims at supporting them with meeting their energy needs, but also at becoming active players in the
fight against climate change by promoting an alternative and more sustainable use of resources.

This call invites proposals from local economic actors to improve energy efficiency through various
measures:
e Thermal technologies like biomass heating (briquettes, pellets)
e Solar systems for hot water
e Photovoltaic solar systems, micro hydro-systems and small wind turbines for electricity
production
Biogas production
Heat recovery systems

2- Financial allocation:
Any renewable energy system requested under this call for proposals must have an estimated value
between the following minimum and maximum amounts, including installation:
1. Forindividuals:
a. Minimum amount 2,000 Dollars
b. Maximum amount 7,000 Dollars

2. For organizations or enterprises:
a. Minimum amount 5,000 Dollars
b. Maximum amount 12,000 Dollars
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land management
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The overall indicative amount allocated to all the selected proposals under this call is 67,500 US Dollars.

3- Eligibility criteria
In order to be eligible to apply for a renewable energy system, you must:
1. be aresident of one of the following towns: Al libre, Chouwan, Yahchouch, Ghbaleh, Nahr
Dehab, Qehmeaz.
2. own in those towns mentioned above, an economic activity in the following categories:
a. Eco-tourism: i.e. guesthouse and B&B owners, campsite owners, restaurants, local
bakeries...
b. Agriculture and agro-processing: i.e. farmers, beekeepers, mouneh and dairy
producers...
c. Environment: Civil society organizations having impactful activities in the environmental
sector (environmental education, waste reduction...)
be able to prove that the economic activity is an essential part of your income
4. apply to a RES system that directly targets the location of the economic activity; ex: farm;
garden; campsite; guesthouse; agro-food processing unit; waste sorting facility...
5. be directly responsible for the preparation and management of the project,
6. be able to carry out or follow up on the implementation of works
7. have the ability (time, aptitude, energy, financial sustainability) and be committed to maintain
your economic activity for a period of at least 3 years after receiving the RES system
8. be ready to cooperate with the project partners in order to improve your services or products,
by attending training sessions in fields related to your work

w

The highest-ranked proposals will be accepted. In case your application is accepted, a contract will be
signed between you and the project partners to ensure continuity of the economic activity.

4. Visibility
Applicants must comply with the objectives and priorities and guarantee the visibility of the
financing organization - the Italian Agency for Development Cooperation (AICS) - for all goods

and equipment funded by the project. This can include, but not exclusively, placing the donor’s
logo on the equipment funded by the project.

5. Ethic clauses and code of conduct

a) Absence of conflict of interest

k4
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AID 012590/06/4

The applicant must not be affected by any conflict of interest and must have no equivalent
relation in that respect with other applicants or parties involved in the call. Any attempt by an
applicant to obtain confidential information, enter into unlawful agreements with competitors
or influence the evaluation committee or APJM team during the process of examining, clarifying,
evaluating and comparing applications will lead to the rejection of its application and may result
in administrative penalties.

b) Respect for human rights as well as environmental legislation and core labour standards
The applicant and its staff must comply with human rights. In particular and in accordance with
the applicable act, applicants who have been awarded contracts must comply with the
environmental legislation including multilateral environmental agreements, and with the core
labour standards as applicable and as defined in the relevant International Labour Organisation
conventions (such as the conventions on freedom of association and collective bargaining;
elimination of forced and compulsory labour; abolition of child labour).

Zero tolerance for sexual exploitation and sexual abuse: The donors and project
partners apply a policy of ‘zero tolerance' in relation to all wrongful conduct which has
an impact on the professional credibility of the applicant. Physical abuse or punishment,
or threats of physical abuse, sexual abuse or exploitation, harassment and verbal abuse,
as well as other forms of intimidation shall be prohibited.

c) Anti-corruption and anti-bribery

The applicant shall comply with all applicable laws and regulations and codes relating to anti
bribery and anti-corruption. APJM and the Project partners reserve the right to suspend or cancel
the award if corrupt practices of any kind are discovered at any stage of the award process or
during the execution of the contract. For the purposes of this provision, ‘corrupt practices’ are
the offer of a bribe, gift, gratuity or commission to any person as an inducement or reward for
performing or refraining from any act relating to the award of a contract or execution of a
contract already concluded.

d) Breach of obligations, irregularities or fraud

The Association for the Protection of Jabal Moussa and the Project partners reserve the right to
suspend or cancel the procedure, where the award procedure proves to have been subject to
breach of obligations, irregularities or fraud. If breach of obligations, irregularities or fraud are
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ResiLAND — Promoting climate change resilience through planning, capacity development and integrated
land management
AID 012590/06/4

discovered after the award of the contract, the project partners may refrain from concluding the
contract.

6. How to apply and the procedures to follow

6.1 Attending an introductory seminar

Interested applicants must attend an introductory seminar on the types of renewable energy and
their applications. The seminar will take place on Saturday 8 June 2024, in Jabal Moussa’s Culture
and Tourism Center in Qehmez at 9 am.

During the seminar, application forms will be distributed, and instructions on how to fill them
and details of the required information will be explained.

Applicants are invited to submit an application within 16 days of the seminar.

6.2. Applications
All the pages of the form need to be filled in order, without modification. Applicants must apply
in Arabic or English languages.

The submitted application must include all details and the information filled as clearly as possible
to facilitate the evaluation process as the initial evaluation will be based solely on the information
provided.

Any error related to the information required in the application form or any major inconsistency
may lead to the rejection of the application. Clarifications will only be requested when
information provided is unclear and thus prevents the evaluation committee from conducting an
objective assessment.

The application form must be filled out either electronically or by hand.

6.3. Where and how to send applications

The complete application must be sent to the following address:
Association for the Protection of Jabal Moussa -
Jounieh Michel Abi Nasr building facing Fouad Chehab Stadium -
2nd Floor, suite 201 — P.O. Box: 401 Jounieh, Lebanon
Monday to Friday, 9am — 5pm
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The application must be delivered in a sealed envelope bearing only:

the address for submitting applications indicated above;

the reference code of the call for applications (RES/RESILAND/APIJM/24);
the words ‘Not to be opened before the opening session’

the name of the applicant.

Qo0 T o

The deadline for submitting the application is Monday 24 June 2024 at 5pm.

Any application submitted after the above mentioned deadline will not be accepted.

6.4. Further information about applications

Questions may be sent by e-mail no later than 10 days before the deadline for the submission of
applications to the following e-mail address info@jabalmoussa.org, with the email subject:
“RES/RESILAND/APIM/24 Inquiry about Call”. The Association for the Protection of Jabal Moussa
has no obligation to provide clarifications to questions received after this date. Replies will be
given no later than 5 days before the deadline for the submission of applications. To ensure equal
treatment of applicants, APJM cannot give a prior opinion on any aspect of the application.

7. Evaluation and selection of applications

Applications will be examined and evaluated by an evaluation committee composed by
representatives of the Association for the Protection of Jabal Moussa and the Project Partners,
in addition to relevant experts.

All applications will be assessed according to the following steps and criteria:

(1) STEP 1: OPENING & ADMINISTRATIVE CHECKS

During the opening and administrative check, the following will be assessed:

e If the deadline has been met. Otherwise, the application will be automatically rejected.

e [f the application satisfies all the criteria specified in Section 3 above. Otherwise, the application
will be automatically rejected.

e If the application satisfies all the criteria specified in the application form. Otherwise, the
application will be automatically rejected.
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(2) STEP 2: EVALUATION OF THE APPLICATION

The applications that pass Step 1 will be further evaluated based on their quality. They will be
evaluated using the evaluation criteria in the evaluation grid below. Every application will be
scored, and the applications with the highest scores will be selected for the third step, field

examinations.

Scoring/evaluation criteria: The evaluation grid is divided into Sections and subsections. Each
section will be given a score between 1 and 5 as follows: 1 = very poor; 2 = poor; 3 = adequate; 4

= good; 5 = very good. Evaluation criteria are detailed in the table below:

Criteria Highest score
1. Financial viability: 5
- Does the applicant have sufficient experience in its sector?
- Is the applicant able to cover future operational costs after the end of the
grant period to sustain its economic activity?
2. Relevance and alignment with call objectives: 5
- Does the application explain how the proposed renewable energy system
aligns with the selected sector (eco-tourism, agriculture, agro-processing,
environment)?
- Is the economic activity targeted by the renewable energy system clearly
demonstrated?
3. Impact: 5
- Does the economic activity contribute significantly to the income of the
household?
- Will there be any indirect beneficiaries from the improved activity?
- Will the renewable energy system enhance the sustainability of the business
operations?
Funded by An initiative of In partnership with
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4. Relevance of Requested Renewable Energy System: 5
- Does the application present a solid explanation of the chosen renewable
energy system(s) and justification based on need, location and seasonality of
the activity?

- Does the application demonstrate how the renewable energy system will
address current energy needs and have an impact on the business
operations?

Total 20

(3) STEP 3: FIELD VISITS

A team from the evaluation committee will organize field visits to the applicants with the highest
scoring, for on-field validation and training on preparing detailed needs applications. Any major
inconsistency between the application and the on-field verification may lead to the rejection of
the application. Any rejected application will be replaced by the next best application. The on-
field validation will follow the same criteria as the ones for evaluation. They should conform to
each other.

(4) STEP 4: NEGOTIATIONS

Following the selection of the applicants based on the evaluation and field visits, and after
developing detailed Bills of Quantities, the applications are accepted as a whole or partly, where
the evaluation committee has the right to propose adjustments to activities or costs.

8. Notification of the results of the evaluation

Applicants will be informed in writing of APJM’s decision concerning their application and, if rejected,
the reasons for the negative decision. An applicant believing that it has been harmed by an error or
irregularity during the award process may lodge a complaint.
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9. Timetable

Activity Deadline

1. Introductory seminar 08 June 2024 at 9am

1. Deadline for requesting any clarifications from | 14 June 2024 at 5pm
APJM

2. Last date on which clarifications are issued by 19 June 2024 at 5pm

APJM
3. Deadline for submission of applications 24 June 2024 at 5pm
4. Information to applicants on the evaluation 8 July 2024 at 5pm

Thank you for your interest; we look forward to receiving your application, and collaborating together for
a greener Jabal Moussa!
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