


Proceedings 
of the 12th International Congress  

on the Archaeology 
of the Ancient Near East

06-09 April 2021,  
Bologna

Edited by 
Nicolò Marchetti, Francesca Cavaliere, Enrico Cirelli, 
Claudia D’Orazio, Gabriele Giacosa, Mattia Guidetti, 

Eleonora Mariani

2023

Harrassowitz Verlag · Wiesbaden



Proceedings of the 12th International 
Congress on the Archaeology  

of the Ancient Near East
Volume 2

Field Reports
Islamic Archaeology

2023

Harrassowitz Verlag · Wiesbaden



Cover illustration: © David Hawkins and Giulia Roberto
Typesetting: Federica Proni

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 (BY-SA)  
which means that the text may be used for commercial use, distribution and duplication  
in all media. 
For details go to: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en.
Creative Commons license terms for re-use do not apply to any content (such as graphs,  
figures, photos, excerpts, etc.) not original to the Open Access publication and further  
permission may be required from the rights holder. The obligation to research and clear  
permission lies solely with the party re-using the material.

Bibliographic information published by the Deutsche Nationalbibliothek 
The Deutsche Nationalbibliothek lists this publication in the Deutsche Nationalbibliografie;  
detailed bibliographic data are available on the internet at https://www.dnb.de/.

For further information about our publishing program consult our website  
https://www.harrassowitz-verlag.de/
© by the authors, when not credited otherwise.  
Published by Otto Harrassowitz GmbH & Co. KG, Wiesbaden 2023
Printed on permanent/durable paper.
Printing and binding: Hubert & Co., Göttingen
Printed in Germany

ISBN 978-3-447-11903-0
Ebook ISBN 978-3-447-39354-6
DOI 10.13173/9783447119030

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en
NicoloMarchetti
Casella di testo
https://www.harrassowitz-verlag.de/gesamtwerk_1029.ahtml



Contents of Vol. 2

Nicolò Marchetti, Francesca Cavaliere, Claudia D’Orazio, Gabriele Giacosa, 
Eleonora Mariani 

Foreword to the Section “Field Reports”

Field Reports
Adelheid Otto

A New Archaeological Response to an Old Question: When and how Did 
Ur Recover in the Old Babylonian Period?

Alexander Ahrens
Preliminary Report on the Results of the Excavations at Tall Bleibil in 2018 
and 2019

Firas Al-Haj Ali
The Church Mosaic Pavement of Tell Bajer (Syria)

Michel Al-Maqdissi, Georges Mouamar
The Akkar Plain during the Bronze Age: Preliminary Notes

Anna Anguissola, Silvana Costa, Antonio Monticolo
Growth, Ownership, and Circulation: New Research in the Northern 
Necropolis of Hierapolis, Phrygia (Turkey)

Simone Arnhold, Paata Bukhrashvili, Shorena Davitashvili Zurab Tskvitinidze
New Data on the East Georgian Late Iron Age

Edward B. Banning, Kevin Gibbs
A Yarmoukian Site in Wadi Quseiba, Northern Jordan

Shay Bar
Tel Esur: Ten Seasons of Excavations and a Long-Lasting Community 
Archaeology Project

Felix Blocher, Paata Bukhrashvili, Shorena Davitashvili
Excavations at Nazarlebi (East Georgia) 2017–2019: A Late Bronze/Early 
Iron Age Sanctuary

1

5

19

33

45

55

67

81

89

103



VI

Alessandra Caselli
Jebel al-Mutawwaq and the Middle Wadi az-Zarqa Region during the 
4th Millennium BC: Results of a Comprehensive Research Based on the 
Reanalysis of the Hanbury-Tenison’s Survey

Antonietta Catanzariti, Terri Tanaka, Amy Richardson
Results from the 2018 and 2019 Excavation Seasons at Ban Qala, Iraqi 
Kurdistan

Hanan Charaf
The Akkar Plain Survey, Lebanon (1997, 1999): The Late Bronze Age

Franco D’Agostino, Philippe Quenet, Anne-Caroline Rendu Loisel
Tell Abu Shahrayn – Eridu: Les nouvelles recherches de l’équipe AMEr 
(2018-2021)

Roberto Dan, Annarita S. Bonfanti, Priscilla Vitolo, Soseh Aghaian, 
Artur Petrosyan

From Urartu to the Orontids: Seven Years (2013-2019) of Armenian – Italian 
Excavations at the Site of Solak-1/Varsak (KSP016), Hrazdan River Valley, 
Armenia

Rita Dolce
A Look Upstream from Qasr Shemamok. Soundings at the Site of Kandara 
Qal (Iraqi Kurdistan)

Itai Elad, Yitzhak Paz
‘En Esur: An EB IB Urban Center in the Coastal Plain of Israel and its Role 
in the Early Urbanization of the Southern Levant

Peter M. Fischer
Hala Sultan Tekke, Cyprus: A Trade Centre’s Intercultural Contacts in the 
Bronze Age

Elisabetta Gallo, Romel Gharib, Licia De Vito, Gaia Cecconi, Michele De Marco, 
Lorenzo Nigro

Khirbet Al-Batrawy in North-Central Jordan: New Discoveries in the Early 
Bronze Age Palace, 2018-2020

Boris Gasparyan, Roberto Dan, Levon Aghikyan, Priscilla Vitolo, Soseh Aghaian, 
Ani Adigyozalyan, Chiara Zecchi, Annarita Bonfanti, Artur Petrosyan

Preliminary Results of the Excavation of an Urartian Burial in 
Aghavnadzor, Vayots Dzor, Armenia

Francesca Giusto
The Sanctuary of Kal-e Chendar (Shami) and its Setting

115

129

143

161

177

191

203

217

229

243

257



VII

Giuseppe Guarino, Daniele Alaimo
Magnetometry in the Outer Town of Karkemish: New Discoveries

Hidemasa Hashimoto, Hisao Kuwabara, Takuzo Onozuka, Shuichi Hasegawa
Excavating at the Lower Shelf of Tel Rekhesh

Kristen Hopper, Elena Rova, Davit Kvavadze
Kurgans, Churches and Karvasla: Preliminary Results from the First Two 
Seasons of the Lagodekhi Archaeological Survey, Georgia

Krzysztof Jakubiak
From Catastrophe to Catastrophe. Changes, Destructions, and Other 
Factors. Research on the Small Iron Age Town of Metsamor (Aras Valley 
Armenia)

Vakhtang Licheli, Roberto Dan, Tamar Chogovadze, Priscilla Vitolo, 
Tornike Chilingarashvili, Andrea Cesaretti

The Samtskhe-Javakheti Project: Preliminary Results of the 2019 Georgian-
Italian Archaeological Expedition in Southern Georgia

Carlo Lippolis
Some Considerations on the Archaeological Area of Tulūl Al-Baqarat 
(Wasit, Iraq)

Romolo Loreto
Dūmat al-Jandal, Ancient Adummatu. An Appraisal of 12 Years 
of Archaeological Activities in a North Arabian Oasis: from the Prehistory 
to the Assyrian Period

Eleonora Mariani, Giulia Roberto
Digging in the Excavation Records: The Case of Woolley’s 1913 Yunus 
Notebook

Maria Grazia Masetti-Rouault
Qasr Shemamok: Late Bronze Levels, and Before. A Report about the 2018 
and 2019 Campaigns

Davide Nadali, Andrea Polcaro
Tell Zurghul, Ancient Nigin, Iraq: Preliminary Report of the New Results 
from Recent Excavations

Lorenzo Nigro
Jericho. From the Neolithic to the Bronze and Iron Ages: The Urban 
Diversity

271

281

293

305

319

333

349

363

373

387

399



VIII

Takahiro Odaka, Osamu Maeda, Kazuya Shimogama, Yuichi S. Hayakawa, 
Yoshihiro Nishiaki, Nawshirwan A. Mohammed, Kamal Rasheed

Late Prehistoric Investigations at Shakar Tepe, the Shahrizor Plain, Iraqi 
Kurdistan: Preliminary Results of the First Season (2019)

Aynur Özfırat
The Region of Mount Ağrı during the Chalcolithic and Early Bronze Age 
(Kura-Araxes)

Nino Pataridze, Davit Darejanashvili
Paravani Archaeological Project, Expedition Results (2018-2020)

Metoda Peršin
The Lebanon Mountain Range in the Middle Bronze Age: The Case of 
Qornet ed-Deir, Jabal Moussa Biosphere Reserve

Artur Petrosyan, Andrea Cesaretti, Priscilla Vitolo, Boris Gasparyan, 
Onofrio Gasparro, Roberto Dan

Kaghsi-2, Meghradzor-1 and Berdi Glukh: Three Recently Discovered 
Kura-Araxes Sites in the Kotayk Region, Armenia

Luca Peyronel
The Italian Archaeological Expedition in the Erbil Plain (Kurdistan Region 
of Iraq). A Summary of Four Seasons of Excavations at Helawa (2016-2019)

Andrea Polcaro, Juan Ramon Muniz
The 2018 and 2019 Spanish-Italian Archaeological Campaigns at Jebel al-
Mutawwaq: the Early Bronze I Site and the Megalithic Necropolis

Babak Rafiei-Alavi, Ali Shojaee-Esfahani, Yaser Jebreili
The Center of the Iranian Plateau during the Early Bronze Age: New 
Archaeological Excavations in the Eastern Zone of the Zāyandehrud River 
Basin, Varzaneh

Suzanne Richard, Jesse C. Long, Marta D’Andrea
Shedding Light on the Urban/Rural Nexus about 2500 BCE: The 2019 
Excavations at Khirbat Iskandar, Jordan

Giulia Roberto
The Evidence for Iron Age II Funerary Rituals in the Necropolis of Yunus 
in Light of the Turco-Italian Excavations

Licia Romano, Franco D’Agostino
Abu Tbeirah: Preliminary Report on the 2018-2019 Excavations

415

429

449

461

475

487

499

511

523

537

549



IX

Elena Rova, Davit Kvavadze
Two Seasons of Excavations at the Chalcolithic Site of Tsiteli Gorebi 5 
(Lagodekhi Municipality, Georgia)

Mahnaz Sharifi
New Evidence of Early, Middle and Late Chalcolithic Periods at Chelamiran 
Gheshlagh in the 5th Millennium BC

Hakob Ye. Simonyan, Gregory E. Areshian
Empire Beyond its Palaces: New Discoveries at the Urartian Necropolis of 
Karmir-Blur (Armenia)

Aline Tenu
Kunara: An Early Bronze Age City in the Zagros Foothills. The 2018 and 
2019 Seasons of Excavations

Stefano Valentini, Bakhtiyar Jalilov, Nicola Laneri, Guido Guarducci, 
Lorenzo Crescioli

A Preliminary Report on a Mid-Late Fourth Millennium BC Kurgan in 
Western Azerbaijan

Regis Vallet
Larsa and Tell El ‘Uwaili (Iraq), Preliminary Results (2019-2021)

Margherita Andrea Valsecchi Gillmeister
Landscape Survey in Cross-check. Comparing the Late Bronze Age Survey 
Assemblage, Excavation Data and Geophysical Prospections at Oymaağaç 
Höyük/Nerik (Turkey)

Mattia Guidetti
Foreword to the Section “Islamic Archaeology”

Islamic Archaeology
Daniel Varga, Federico Kobrin

A Settlement from Late Antiquity and the Beginning of the Middle Ages at 
Sderot

Ignacio Arce
Two New Umayyad Mosques at Abila of the Decapolis and at Shuqayra al-
Gharbiyye, Jordan

559

573

587

603

619

629

647

661

665

679



X

Martin Gussone
Umayyad New Urban Palatial Satellite Settlements. The Caliphal Residence 
of Resafa – Rusafat Hisham in the Context of Early Islamic Transcultural 
Urbanism

Itamar Taxel, Joel Roskin
An Early Islamic Groundwater-Harvesting Plot-and-Berm Sand 
Agroecosystem to the South of Caesarea: Preliminary Results of Its 2020 
Survey and Excavation

Alastair Northedge
Akyrtas, Early Islamic Architecture in Central Asia, and its Near Eastern 
Models

Andrea Luigi Corsi
A Morphological and Technical Analysis of the Architectural Stuccoes 
from the Early Abbasid Friday Mosque of Isfahan (767 CE)

Ana Marija Grbanovic
Between Tradition and Innovation: the Art of Ilkhanid Stucco Revetments 
in Iran

Marco Rossi
La phase islamique de Tell Deinit (Idlib), Syrie

Valentina Gallerani, Valentina Vezzoli
Islamic Europos: Preliminary Results of the Turco-Italian Archaeological 
Excavations

Vadim V. Gorbunov, Alexey A. Tishkin, Nikolay N. Seregin
An Early Medieval Sword from Altai: Comprehensive Analysis and 
Analogies

Iman Aghajani, Maryam Moeini, Moslem Mishmastnehi
Imāmzāda ‘Abdallāh at Kūdzar, Iran: New Insights Regarding 
its Architectural Revetments

Lorenz Korn
The Earliest Monumental Dome Chambers in Iranian Mosques. 
Archaeological Evidence for the History of Architecture

Christian Fuchs, Bahram Ajorloo
The Rab‘-e Rashīdī Site in Tabriz (Iran) and its Architectural Remains

699

717

735

749

763

779

793

805

819

837

851



XI

Thomas Lorain, Bahram Ajorloo, Lorenz Korn
Preliminary Results of the Iranian-German Archaeological Campaign at the 
Rab‘-i Rashīdī Complex in Tabriz

Soraya Afshari, Leila Afshari, Mohammad Rahmatpour
Emergency Excavations in the Area Around the Kabood and Modavar 
Towers in Maragheh, North-West Iran

Amin Moradi, Marco G. Brambilla
The Mega-Structure of Ali-Shah at Tabriz: Mosque or Mausoleum?

Karel Nováček, Miroslav Melčák
Meaning in Flux: A Reconsideration of the Shrines of Badr al-Din Lu’lu’ in 
Mosul

Valentina Bruccoleri, Jacopo Bruno
Timurid Imitations of Chinese Porcelain in Turkmenistan

Luca Colliva, Serenella Mancini
The Erbil Citadel Ceramic Corpus: A preliminary Analysis of the Main 
Productions and Their Relationships with Archaeological Stratigraphy

Stephanie Döpper
Mud-Brick Villages and Open-Air Mosques: The Late Islamic Landscape of 
the Al-Mudhaybi Region in Central Oman

867

879

887

905

917

931

945



DOI: 10.13173/9783447119030.001

Foreword to the Section “Field Reports”

Nicolò Marchetti, Francesca Cavaliere, Claudia D’Orazio, Gabriele Giacosa 
and Eleonora Mariani

Field reports generally represent the largest relative share of papers at the ICAANE. 
Reassessments of old excavations fall in this category as well. In Bologna, 95 papers were 
presented in four parallel sessions and 49 of them are published here. They have been simply 
arranged according to the alphabetic order of first authors (with the exception of course of 
the keynote paper, opening this section). They attest to a diversity of agencies, methods, 
perspectives and urgencies which represent a singular asset of our field.

While new digital architectures of knowledge are about to deeply transform the ways 
of our scientific dissemination, these reports do supply in the meanwhile loads of new in-
formation on near eastern sites, as well as on neighbouring areas, which are all too often 
insufficiently considered in our discussions.
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The Lebanon Mountain Range in the Middle Bronze Age:
The Case of Qornet ed-Deir, Jabal Moussa Biosphere Reserve

Metoda Peršin 1

Abstract
The towering mountains hugging the Lebanese coast, known as the Lebanon mountain 
range, were important throughout history for their resources, especially timber, which was 
exported to Egypt and Mesopotamia at least since the Bronze Age. Archaeologically how-
ever, little is known about this geographical area, with only a handful of archaeological sites 
known to date. Qornet ed-Deir, located in the Jabal Moussa Biosphere Reserve, is one of 
such sites and has been excavated in recent years. The site features multi-period occupation 
remains ranging from the Middle Bronze Age to the Medieval period. In this paper, the 
Middle Bronze Age period remains in the Lebanon Mountain Range are discussed, with a 
focus on the newly excavated remains at Qornet ed-Deir, which sheds new light on the role 
of the mountains in the Middle Bronze Age, and highlights the interconnectivity of this area 
with both the Lebanon coast and the Beqaa valley.

Introduction
The majority of the known Middle Bronze Age sites in Lebanon are located either on the coast 
or inland in the Beqaa valley (Fig. 1). In between these two geographic regions, the Lebanon 
mountain range stretches through the whole country in parallel to the Mediterranean Sea, 
reaching an altitude of over 3000 m above sea level in its northern part and therefore forms 
an imposing barrier to communication between the coast and the Beqaa Valley. This moun-
tain range has been prized for its abundant resources throughout history, especially timber, 
which was exported from the third millennium BC onwards (Genz 2013: 303) and was also 
used in local construction. Archaeologically, however, the Bronze Age Lebanese mountains 
are relatively unexplored with only a handful of excavated sites dating to this period, namely 
Yanouh, ej-Jouzé and Qornet ed-Deir. These three sites are located in the northern part of 
the Lebanon mountain range and are located relatively close to each other.

Yanouh (Tell Kharayeb), is situated at an altitude of about 1100 m a.s.l. (Monchambert et 
al. 2008: 35). The soundings conducted at the site offer an insight into the Early and Middle 
Bronze Ages. Remains discovered at the site include stone walls, floors and a tomb dated 
to the Early Bronze Age III (Monchambert et al. 2008: 51-55). The Middle Bronze Age 
findings point to a presence of a possible necropolis since five burials were documented in 
a relatively small area within one of the soundings. The deceased were accompanied by few 
ceramic vessels, and in one case by a bronze fenestrated axe, which led the excavators to 
interpret this burial as a warrior burial. These burials are dated to the Middle Bronze Age I 

1 Freie Universität Berlin.
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(Monchambert et al. 2008: 56). The site of ej-Jouzé yielded a low amount of ceramic materi-
al, broadly dated to the Bronze Age, excavated in a small sounding (Nacouzi et al. 2018: 81). 

This scarce information shows how little is known about the Lebanese mountains from 
an archaeological point of view. The material excavated at Qornet ed-Deir therefore adds 
new information to understanding the use of the mountainous area in the Middle Bronze 
Age in Lebanon and adds to the knowledge about the Middle Bronze Age in Lebanon in 
general.

Qornet ed-Deir
The site of Qornet ed-Deir is situated in the Lebanon mountain range at an altitude of about 
1400 m. It is located approximately 50 km north-east of Beirut in the Jabal Moussa Biosphere 
Reserve. The site is located on a rocky outcrop and partially overlooks the so-called Roman 
stairs, believed to have been part of the route leading from the coast to the Beqaa Valley 
(Fig. 2). The route likely started at Tabarja or Maameltein on the coast, possibly passed 
Mcheti where the preserved part of the Roman stairs starts, then continued upwards to 
Qornet ed-Deir, to Afqa and then crossed the Lebanon mountain range to the Beqaa Valley 
(Breton 1980: 34).

The site was identified recently, after which four excavation seasons were conducted. 
The first excavation season took place in 2017 under the directorship of Claude Doumet-
Serhal (British Museum) and Bettina Fischer-Genz (Orient Institute Beirut) (Fischer-Genz 
et al. 2018), followed by two campaigns in summers of 2018 and 2019 (Peršin, Fischer-Genz 
and Doumet-Serhal forthcoming). The last season took place in 2020 and was directed by 
Claude Doumet-Serhal, Bettina Fischer-Genz and the author of this paper.

Archaeological remains at Qornet ed-Deir are located in two areas. The first one is lo-
cated at the base of the rocky outcrop, whereas the second area is located directly on top 
of it. The latter is the main area of occupation and archaeological remains here cover ap-
proximately 2800 m2. The archaeological remains can be divided into three main phases, 
the earliest of which dates to the Middle Bronze Age, followed by Roman and Byzantine 
occupation periods, and the most recent substantial occupation can be dated to the Medieval 
period. Occasional finds dating to the Ottoman period were identified as well, but these are 
likely attributed to sporadic, non-permanent occupation or possibly shepherds.

In the Roman and Byzantine periods, a large complex was constructed on the top of the 
rocky outcrop, taking advantage of the rocky nature of the terrain by abutting the buildings 
to the protruding visible bedrock, integrating the latter into the constructed structures them-
selves. The occupational nature of these buildings is not yet confirmed with any certainty. 
However, several well-preserved features point to an artisanal role of at least some of the 
rooms located within this complex. In addition to the above-mentioned building complex, 
two tombs can be attributed to the Roman and Byzantine periods. One of them is a rock-cut 
tomb, located in a prominent position in the center of the site and overlooking the fields 
below the rocky outcrop. Such rock-cut tombs are known in Lebanon, such as the examples 
recorded in Hosn Niha in the Beqaa Valley, which were cut in a similar fashion, and located 
in a prominent position overlooking the Niha valley (Newson 2015: 365). The second tomb 
is a built chamber collective tomb, containing remains of at least 16 individuals and is, in-
triguingly, located inside a building. The presence of both tombs within the occupation area 
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of the site is an indication of a complex settlement dynamic that is still to be fully understood 
(Peršin, Fischer-Genz and Doumet-Serhal forthcoming). 

During the Crusader period, between the early 12th and the late 13th centuries, the pre-
served construction appears to have extended to cover the majority of the site and is often 
characterized by large header and stretcher construction, often built on top of Byzantine 
structures, preserving their ground plans. The function of the Medieval buildings remains 
an open question at the moment (McPhillips forthcoming). 

The Middle Bronze Age
The Middle Bronze Age remains at the site are so far not abundant. This is partially due to 
the fact that only a small area in which the Middle Bronze Age remains are located has been 
excavated so far (Fig. 3 – red rectangle). Secondly, the massive architecture of the later peri-
ods affected the preservation of any previous remains. In some areas, the archaeological lay-
ers are shallow, especially where the Roman and Byzantine construction partially integrates 
the natural bedrock into its architecture. Consequently, no Middle Bronze Age architecture 
was excavated so far. Many burnt lumps of clay with well visible impressions of wood were 
found in the Middle Bronze Age levels, however it is not possible to say with certainty if 
they were part of architecture that would have used wood and clay instead of stone. Stone is 
abundantly available in the entire area in and around the site, thus one would expect stone 
construction to be used in the Middle Bronze Age. As no remains have been uncovered yet, 
further excavations are needed to resolve the question of the construction techniques.

Numerous Middle Bronze Age layers were excavated within the area shown in the red box 
in Fig. 3, however with the lack of architecture, it is difficult to determine their exact function. 
These layers were all sloping from their highest point to the west, towards a lower point in the 
east, courtesy of the sloping bedrock located directly below these layers (see Fig. 3 for site 
topography). Initially, it was thought that the Middle Bronze Age remains discovered within 
the red square shown in Fig. 3 could have been residual material, or refuse, from a Middle 
Bronze Age occupation area located in a higher area to the west of the main site. However, 
investigation of the highest area on the site (Fig. 3 – green circle) yielded no traces of occu-
pation during any of the site’s occupation periods. Therefore, it was possible to confirm that 
the Middle Bronze Age occupation was indeed based on the sloped ground of the site.

This is also supported by a partially preserved fireplace found on such a slope. Its re-
maining part consisted of a stone outline and a clay lining (Fig. 4). In its center a small 
amount of ash and a rather well-preserved charred log were found. This fireplace is one 
of the rare Middle Bronze Age features preserved at the site. In addition to the fireplace, a 
Middle Bronze Age clay installation, not yet fully excavated, is located at the eastern edge of 
the excavated area. It consists of a thick clay layer and forms a possible bench with a partial-
ly restorable storage jar found lying on top of it. This bench is in contrast to the above-men-
tioned fireplace the only Middle Bronze Age feature located on a horizontal surface. 

Despite the lack of architectural remains and the small number of preserved Middle 
Bronze Age features, many finds dating to the Middle Bronze Age were excavated at the 
site. The majority of these finds are represented by ceramic material. Over 7000 ceramic 
sherds dating to the Middle Bronze Age were found at the site so far. The preservation of 
pottery is poor which translates to the large amount of small and fragmented sherds. The 
majority of these sherds come from the 24 m2 large area in which the Middle Bronze Age 
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levels were reached (Fig. 3). Nonetheless, in this relatively small area, over 500 diagnostic 
pieces were found. The ceramic material studied so far can be dated to the Middle Bronze 
Age I or the latest to the transition of Middle Bronze Age I to II in the terms of the northern 
chronologies.

The distribution of different types of vessels shows the prevalence of storage jars, fol-
lowed by cooking vessels (Fig. 5). Other types of ceramics are presented in very small num-
bers. Storage jars show a high degree of standardization as only a few different rim types 
are attested. The vast majority of rims are short rims folded on the outside (Fig. 7: 1, 2) that 
have comparisons in the Royal tombs in Byblos (Tufnell 1969: fig. 6: 56), at Tell el-Burak 
(Badreshany and Kamlah 2010-11: fig. 8: 6, 8, 11, 12), at Tell Fadous-Kfarabida (Peršin 
2017: pl. 19: 3-10), in Sidon (Doumet-Serhal 2004: fig. 39: S/1872), at Tell Arqa in Phase M 
(Thalmann et al. 2006: pl. 104: 5) and in Kamid el-Loz (Catanzariti 2010-11: fig. 7: 4, 5), 
or short folded rims with a double thickening on the outside (Fig. 7: 3-6) that have compar-
isons at Tell Arqa Phase N (Thalmann et al. 2006: pl. 91: 19), in Kamid el-Loz (Catanzariti 
2010-11: fig. 8: 1, 6), in the Baalbek material (Genz 2008: pl. 6: 5), at Tell el-Ghassil Niveau 
Niveau XI (Doumet-Serhal 1996: pl. 6: 13), Niveau X (Doumet-Serhal 1996: pl. 16: 14) and 
Niveau IX (Doumet-Serhal 1996: pl. 26: 6). Another frequent type are jars with elongated 
folded rims with a marked ridge below (Fig. 7: 7-10). These have parallels in Sidon (Doumet-
Serhal 2004: fig. 53: S/1853), at Tell Arqa Phase N (Thalmann et al. 2006: pl. 91: 18) and Tell 
Fadous-Kfarabida (Peršin 2018: pl. 3:5).

Among the cooking pots found at the site, the majority are globular shapes with gutter 
rims (Fig. 6: 1, 3). Occasionally a handle is preserved attached to the rim (Fig. 6: 2, 4). 
Parallels for this type of vessels come from the Royal tombs in Byblos (Tufnell 1969: fig. 7: 
58), Tell el-Burak (Badreshany and Kamlah 2010-11: fig. 13: 1-7) and Tell Fadous-Kfarabida 
(Peršin 2017: pl. 13: 8, 9, pl. 14: 1-9). The other type present at the site are straight-walled 
cooking pots (Fig. 6: 5-8). Straight-walled cooking pots generally have large flat bases, al-
though no bases are attested at Qornet ed-Deir. Rims however, show some variety and may 
be everted, upturned or incurved. These vessels are always handmade and often bear ledge 
handles and holes pierced at intervals above the handles. Examples with incurved upper 
walls are known from Baalbek (Genz 2008: pl. 1: 6) and Kamid el-Loz (Catanzariti 2010-11: 
fig. 6: 7, 9). Straight-walled cooking pots are generally absent from the coast and the only 
three examples are known from Tell Fadous-Kfarabida (Genz 2010-11: 117).

In addition to the ceramic assemblage, a substantial number of animal bones were recov-
ered from the Middle Bronze Age layers. Their preliminary analysis showed that the diet of 
the Middle Bronze Age occupants of the site consisted mostly of goats and sheep, and as all 
parts of the skeletons were found at the site, it seems that the animals were slaughtered lo-
cally. The presence of neonatal remains shows that lambing took place on-site and indicates 
that the site was occupied during a good portion of the calendar year. Hunting did not play 
a major role at the site, as indicated by the lack of wild animal bones, despite the fact that 
the environment is suitable for such species. Remarkable is the presence of sea bream bones 
that furthermore corroborate connections of the site with the coast (Mardini and Fischer-
Genz 2022). The bone evidence suggests that the occupants of the site were to some extent 
connected to the coast, but also appear to have been self-sustainable, relying on their own 
herds for meat production. Furthermore, preliminary palaeobotanical analysis shows the 
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lack of olive pits, as well as cereal remains in the samples. It seems therefore that prepared 
cereal-based foods were brought to the site (Malleson forthcoming).

Discussion
Since a very small number of Middle Bronze Age sites have been discovered or explored so 
far in the Lebanon mountain range, the site of Qornet ed-Deir in the Jabal Moussa Biosphere 
Reserve offers a new opportunity for a better understanding of the Middle Bronze Age in 
this geographic region. Despite the lack of architecture and the presence of limited features 
in the Middle Bronze Age levels at the site, the finds suggest that certain human activities 
took place at the site in this period. 

Analysis of the ceramic material shows that the majority of the vessels are of closed 
types, followed by cooking vessels, whereas serving vessels are not abundant. This picture 
may be explained in several ways. If dealing with a domestic context, one would expect 
the amounts of different groups to be more evenly distributed. As the Middle Bronze Age 
ceramics come from a rather small area at the site, other spaces with different ceramic types 
and consequently different functions may still be waiting to be excavated at the site. On the 
other hand, the site may have not had a domestic function. Based on the current ceramic 
analysis this seems like a plausible explanation. This may be supported by prevalence of 
jars in the ceramic corpus and their types that show certain standardization. These types 
of jars are very convenient, not only for storing, but also for transportation. It is therefore 
possible that the large number of jars were used for a production, storage and transportation 
of a specific commodity. Preliminary palaeobotanical results show lack of cereal remains in 
samples (Malleson forthcoming), and the altitude of the site with 1400 m a.s.l. is not optimal 
for the growth of olive trees, therefore the olive oil production may be excluded as well. This 
is furthermore supported by the absence of olive pits in samples (Malleson forthcoming). 
The question to what kind of commodity was stored in these jars remains open for the time 
being. Given the altitude of the site and the surrounding forested area, tree products, such 
as resin come to mind. Whatever the commodities in questions might have been, the site’s 
practical location next to the so-called Roman stairs offers a convenient way for the trans-
portation of goods through the communication routes that connected coast with the Beqaa 
valley. The connections of the site with both the coast and the Beqaa valley in the Middle 
Bronze Age are supported both by the pottery and animal bone analysis. The ceramic cor-
pus shows affinities with the inland based on the presence of the straight-walled cooking 
pots which are typically present in the Beqaa valley. The gutter rim cooking pots, on the oth-
er hand, point to connections with the coast, which is further supported by the presence of a 
few sea bream bones in the Middle Bronze Age contexts (Mardini and Fischer-Genz 2022). 

Conclusion
The present paper offers a glimpse into the function of the site in the Middle Bronze Age, as 
well as the role of the Lebanon mountain range in the Middle Bronze Age. Questions about 
the exact duration and type of occupation of the site in the Middle Bronze Age remain to be 
answered. The present evidence indicates at least a longer seasonal use of the site, if not a 
permanent occupation. Furthermore, the ceramic material shows that the slopes of Mount 
Lebanon were not prized only for the timber that grew on them, but that other tree products 
might have been just as important. Additionally, the Qornet ed-Deir assemblage adds new 
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data about the integration of mountainous sites into a coast-inland communication. The 
results presented in this paper show the potential of a small site and its ability to provide us 
with rich information to fill the gaps in our understanding of the Middle Bronze Age and 
more specifically the Lebanon mountain range.
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Fig. 1: Location of Qornet ed-Deir in the Jabal Moussa Biosphere Reserve and distribution of other 
major Middle Bronze Age sites in Lebanon
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Fig. 2: Map showing localities that were part of the Roman route that led from the coast to 
the Beqaa valley

Fig. 3: Red rectangle marks the area at Qornet ed-Deir in which the Middle Bronze Age 
layers were reached and the green circle marks the highest excavated area at the site
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Fig. 4: Remains of a Middle Bronze Age fireplace

Fig. 5: Distribution of the Middle Bronze 
Age ceramic types at Qornet ed-Deir



471The Lebanon Mountain Range in the Middle Bronze Age

Fig. Reg.no. Type Description

6:1 QED18.2/6.120.1 Globular jar 
with gutter 
rim

Light brown clay (7.5 YR 6/4) with dark grey core (10 YR 
4/1). Many subrounded to subangular inclusions (limestone, 
calcite+grey grits, up to 3 mm). Manufacturing technique unclear. 
Medium well fired. Out.: light reddish-brown (5 YR 6/4) and black 
(5 YR 2.5/1). Ins.: reddish-yellow (7.5 YR 6/6) and dark grey (10 
YR 4/1).

6:2 QED18.2/6.133.2 Globular jar 
with gutter 
rim

Light red clay (2.5 YR 6/6) with many fine subrounded to 
subangular inclusions (limestone, grey, black+red grits, up to 4 
mm). Wheelmade. Medium well fired. Ins.: reddish-yellow (7.5 
YR 7/6), wheelmarks visible. Out.: reddish-yellow (7.5 YR 7/6, 5 
YR 6/6).

6:3 QED18.2/6.250.8 Globular jar 
with gutter 
rim

Pink clay (7.5 YR 7/4). Many rounded to subangular inclusions 
(limestone, calcite+grey grits, up to 3 mm). Probably wheelmade. 
Well fired. Out.+ins.: pink (7.5 YR 7/4).

6:4 QED18.2/6.127.1 Globular jar 
with gutter 
rim

Uneven. One side: dark reddish-grey (5 YR 4/2), one side: light 
brown inside (7.5 YR 6/4) and red inside (2.5 YR 5/6). Many 
subrounded to subangular inclusions (limestone, calcite, 
black+grey grits, up to 4 mm). Manufacturing technique unclear. 
Medium well fired. Out.: reddish brown (5 YR 5/4) and brown (7.5 
YR 5/2). Ins.: brown (7.5 YR 5/2) and light reddish-brown (5 YR 
6/4).

6:5 QED19.2/6.354.2 Straight 
walled 
cooking pot

Black clay (5YR 2.5/1) with some subangular to angular 
inclusions (limestone and grey grits, up to 3 mm). Handmade. 
Well fired. Out.: light red (2.5YR 7/6) and dark reddish-grey 
(2.5YR 4/1). Ins.: light grey (10YR 7/2) and very pale brown 
(10YR 7/3).

6:6 QED19.2/6.306.8 Straight 
walled 
cooking pot

Red clay (2.5 YR 5/6) with black core (5 YR 2.5/1). Small amount 
of subangular to angular inclusions (limestone, red, grey+black 
grits, up to 3 mm). Handmade. Very well fired. Out.: red (2.5 YR 
5/6), uneven. Ins.: light reddish-brown (5 YR 6/4).

6:7 QED17.2/3.44.1 Straight 
walled 
cooking pot

Light reddish-brown clay (5 YR 6/4) with very dark grey clay (5 YR 
3/1). Medium amount of subrounded to subangular inclusions 
(limestone, calcite, red+grey grits, up to 2 mm+some vegetal 
inclusions). Very well fired. Manufacturing technique unclear. 
Out.: light red (2.5 YR 6/6) and brown (7.5 YR 5/2). Ins.: dark grey 
(7.5 YR 4/1) and light reddish-brown (5 YR 6/4).

6:8 QED18.2/6.281.1 Straight 
walled 
cooking pot

Reddish-black clay (2.5 YR 2.5/1) with some subangular 
inclusions (limestone, calcite, red+grey grits, up to 2 mm). 
Handmade. Very well fired. Out.: light reddish-brown (2.5 YR 6/3) 
and dark reddish-grey (2.5 YR 3/1). Ins.: pink (7.5 YR 7/3) and 
very dark grey (Gley 1 3/1).

Table 1: Information on the Middle Bronze Age cooking pots presented in Fig. 6
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Fig. 6: Selected Middle Bronze Age cooking pots from Qornet ed-Deir
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Fig. Reg.no. Type Description

7:1 QED17.2/2.16.2+7 Jar Reddish-yellow clay (5 YR 6/6) with many subrounded to subangular 
inclusions (limestone, grey+red grits, up to 4 mm). Probably 
wheelmade. Well fired. Out.+ins.: reddish-yellow (7.5 YR 7/6).

7:2 QED19.2.6.396.5 Jar Light red clay (2.5 YR 6/8) with light brown core (7.5 YR 6/3). 
Medium amount of subangular inclusions (limestone, calcite+grey 
grits, up to 2 mm). Manufacturing technique unclear. Very well fired. 
Ins.+out.: light red (2.5 YR 6/8).

7:3 QED18.2/6.148.2 Jar Red clay (10 R 5/6) with many rounded to angular inclusions 
(limestone, grey+black grits, up to 4 mm). Manufacturing technique 
unclear. Very well fired. Out.+ins.: reddish-yellow (5 YR 6/6).

7:4 QED18.2/6.229.2 Jar Light red clay (2.5 YR 6/6) with light brownish-grey core (10 YR 6/2). 
Many rounded to subangular inclusions (limestone, red+grey grits, up 
to 3 mm). Probably wheelmade. Very well fired. Out.+ins.: light red 
(2.5 YR 6/4), wheelmarks visible.

7:5 QED19.2/7.194.1 Jar Light red clay outside (2.5 YR 6/8) and pale brown inside (10 YR 6/3). 
Many subrounded to subangular inclusions (limestone, red+grey 
grits, up to 3 mm). Manufacturing technique unclear. Very well fired. 
Out.+ins.: reddish-yellow (5 YR 6/6).

7:6 QED19.2/7.194.3 Jar Red clay outside (2.5 YR 5/6) and light brown inside (7.5 YR 6/3). 
Many subrounded to subangular inclusions (limestone+grey grits, 
up to 2 mm). Manufacturing technique unclear. Very well fired. Out.: 
reddish-yellow (5 YR 6/6). Ins.: reddish-yellow (5 YR 6/8).

7:7 QED19.2/6.603.2 Jar Reddish-yellow clay (7.5 YR 6/6) with many subrounded to 
subangular inclusions (limestone, grey+black grits, up to 2 mm). Very 
well fired. Wheelmade. Out.+ins.: reddish-yellow (7.5 YR 6/6). Ins.: 
wheelmarks visible.

7:8 QED19.2/7.217.5 Jar Light red clay outside (2.5 YR 6/6) and light brownish-grey inside (10 
YR 6/2). Medium amount of subrounded to subangular inclusions 
(limestone+grey grits, up to 3 mm). Manufacturing technique unclear. 
Very well fired. Out.: light red (2.5 YR 6/6). Ins.: very pale brown (10 
YR 7/3).

7:9 QED18.2/6.250.10 Jar Red clay (2.5 YR 5/6) with many rounded to subangular inclusions 
(limestone, grey+black grits, up to 3 mm). Probably wheelmade. Very 
well fired. Out.: reddish-grey (5 YR 5/2) and light red (2.5 YR 6/8). 
Ins.: reddish-yellow (7.5 YR 7/6).

7:10 QED17.2/4.79.3 Jar Red clay (2.5 YR 5/8) with medium amount of subrounded to angular 
inclusions (limestone, calcite+grey grits, up to 2 mm). Wheelmade. 
Medium well fired. Out.: light red (2.5 YR 6/6). Ins.: light red (2.5 YR 
6/6) and dark reddish-grey (2.5 YR 4/1), wheelmarks visible.

Table 2: Information on the Middle Bronze Age jars presented in Fig. 7
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Fig. 7: Selected Middle Bronze Age jars from Qornet ed-Deir


	ICaane12
	PersinMountains



